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TO: Durham City Board of Education 
Durham, North Carolina 


The Black Studies Committee, appointed by Superintendent 
Lew W. Hannen as directed by the Durham City Board of Education 
has completed its study and respectfully submits the following 


recommendations: 


Your committee feels that a Black Studies Program will 
contribute to the development of harmonious relations be- 
tween the races and that the initiation of such a program will 
demonstrate to the black community in Durham that those 
who direct the public schools are interested in the welfare 


of all the students in the schools. 


The committee feels that a Black Studies Program should 

have the following objectives: 

a. - to help all students acquire knowledge and under- 
standing of the contributions, problems, and 
perspectives of Afro-Americans 

b. -— to assist students in the development of desirable 
attitudes necessary to the functions of a democratic 
society, and 

ce. - to provide an important sequence of experiences for 
all students, designed to develop knowledge, 
understandings, skills and attitudes necessary 
for effective functioning in multi-cultural societies - 


America and the world community. 
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The committeefeels that to attain those objectives 
black studies units should be integrated into the social studies 
curriculum at all levels, K through twelve, with elective 
semester courses in Black History and Black Literature 
offered in the senior high schools. It should be pointed out 
that a similar recommendation will be included in the new 
social studies program shortly to be published by the North 
Carolina State Department of Public Instruction, which will 


recommend the following sequence: 


Grade 

K The Individual and Group Relationships 

1 Home and School 

2 Neighborhood and Community 

3 Communities 

rn State and Region 

5 The Americas 

6 Europe and the U.S.S.R. 

7 Africa, Asia, and Pacific Islands 

8 United States and North Carolina Heritage 
9 United States and North Carolina Heritage 
LO World Cultures 
11 World Cultures 
12 The United States in Today 


The committee feels that this program offers opportunities 
at all grade levels to introduce units of study directed toward 
teaching attitudes of appreciation of the contributions and 


problems of our various minority groups, and recommends 
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that in so far as possible, this program be introduced 
into the Durham City Schools curriculum in September 1970, 
with the complete program to be in effect by 1971-72. 
Your committee recommenis that the present practice of making 
the ninth grade social studies course elective be discontinued, 
and that the social studies program be made compulsory 
through the ninth grade, in view of the fact the new 
eighth and ninth grade program provides for a two- year 
sequence on the United States and North Carolina Heritage, with 
a specific unit on minority studies, 

The committee is aware of the fact that the adoption 
of lofty goals may become merely pious platitudes unless 
definite steps are taken to achieve these goals, It is 
therefore recommended that funds be appropriated to provide 
for the preparation of teachers who will give the elective courses 
at the senior high school level and to provide for the preparation 
of new syllabi and teacher leaders at all levels. 

It is recommended that four teachers presently employed in 
our high schools be given grants of $500 each as a partial 
incentive for attending a six-week term of summer school at a 
local university during the summer of 1970 to prepare themselves 
for teaching the elective courses in black history and black 
literature, with the understanding that out of this grant they 
would pay any tuition and fees, the remainder to be considered a 
payment for their personal expenses. 

It is recommended further that funds be provided to employ 
a consultant to conduct a. five day workshop for principals and 


supervisors in preparation for introducing black studies into 
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the total curriculum with those principals and supervisors 
not on duty when the workshop is conducted compensated at the rate 
of $ 15.00 per day for attendance. 

It is further recommended that fifteen teachers, selected 
from the elementary, junior high, and senior high level be 
employed for two weeks during the summer of 1970 to prepare 
course outlines or guides to assist teachers in incorporating 
black studies into the regular social studies curriculum. 

It is suggested that there be three committees of five each at 
the elementary, the junior high school, and the senior high 
level. We recommend that these teachers be paid stipends of 

$ 75.00 per week for a two-week period. 

It is suggested that these committees work under the 
direction of the Director of Elementary Instruction and the 
Director of Secondary Instruction of the Durham City Schools. 
However, your committee realizes that expert assistance will 
be needed, and it is recommended that money be appropriated 
to employ qualified consultants to assist these committees 
in this project. t is further recommended that funds be 
appropriated for purchasing necessary books and materials 
needed by the committees. 

A detailed budget of the cost of these recommendations 
is appended. 

The committee is conscious of the fact that there are 
other areas of the curriculum, such as music and science, 
for example, where the contibutions of our minority groups 


should be recognized, and it is hoped that this will be done, 
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Practically, however, we do not feel that it would be possible 
to complete curriculum guides in all areas in one summer. 

It is respectfully suggested that, in the light of the 
impending rezoning of attendance areas in our school system 
to achieve a unitary system, the adoption of the report would be 
most timely, and that the work of the committees recommended 
here would help with this transition. Your eommittee 
feels that the expenditures called for in the attached 


budget are modest. 


Respectfully sumitted, 
Durham City Schools Black Studies Committee 
EK. L. Phillips, Chairman 
Johnny W. Barnes 
Dr. J. H. Brewer 
Dr, William H. Cartwright 
John H. Lucas 
Curtis G. Mabry 
Mrs. Ruth L. McRackan 
John S. Pruner 
Charlie T. Roach 
Mrs. Nancy R. Rowland 
Dr, Karlie Thorpe 
Bernard Toan 
Charles B, Whitley, Jr. 


BUDGET. 


Training of four teachers for elective courses 
in Black History and Black Literature 


Teacher committees 
15 teachers, $ 15.00 per day for 10 days 
3 committes of five teachers 


Principals and supervisors workshop 
20 persons, $ 15.00 per day for 5 days 
consultant 


Consultants 


3, one for each teacher committee 
$975.00 per day, 10 ‘days, ix 3 


Materials 
$ 500.00 for each of the three teacher 
committees 


TOTAL 


2,000.00 


2,250.00 


2,000.00 


2,250.00 


1,500.00 


10,000.00 


